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May 13, 1997
UM ’S REGIONAL PLANNING PROJECT GEARS UP WITH FORD GRANT
MISSOULA—
The University o f Montana—Missoula has been awarded $69,200 from The Ford
Foundation to develop a collaborative process for community-based regional planning in the Rocky
Mountain West.
The grant will fund the planning phase of a proposed agenda that also includes scenario
building, public judgment and action phases. Daniel Kemmis, director of U M ’s Center for the
Rocky Mountain West, will head up the project.
Kemmis said the region desperately needs creative thinking because it has grown faster than
any other region in the country during the past decade, and yet it has "no capacity to plan for or
even recognize the consequences for sustainable development.
"Its policy debates are characterized by a brittleness that simply cannot serve the place or
its people," he continued. "Pro-development and pro-environmental forces are engaged in
ideological warfare and getting nowhere in either Washington, D .C ., or state capitols around the
region."
The project will round up representatives from Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, Utah, Colorado,
Arizona and New Mexico to discuss regional governance, growth, public lands and sustainable
development.
Larry Swanson, the center’s associate director, will oversee development of preliminary
regional maps for the project. The maps will depict the region’s internal coherence as regards
landscape, public lands and demographic trends.
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